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     As I write this message, I am in Florida immediately after the latest 
school shooting which is about a 45-minute drive from where I sit.  When 
I started teaching, you would only hear about shootings at inner city 
schools.  Then later, those shootings migrated to suburban and rural 
schools.  I was teaching in Amityville when one student shot another.  
Just a stupid one-on-one dispute between two testosterone driven boys.              
     Since that time, it is not enough to bring a hand gun to school to settle 
a perceived slight.  Now students, who have often been bullied, feel ag-
grieved against almost everyone at the school.  Their purpose is to inflict 
as much harm and pain as possible against as many people as possible.  
Our society has allowed them to get the weapons of war to carry out their 
vendettas.  This is not the venue to share my personal views on the NRA 
or our gun culture, but it is appropriate to talk about what happens now to 
you and your classroom. 
     In many parts of the country, a 911 response is 30 minutes away which  
is too much time to allow a shooter to roam the halls with a gun. In those 
cases, it may make sense to have an armed response available in the 
school.  However, I don't believe Nassau and Suffolk fit that profile. 
     As you look around at your school faculty and the teachers that you 
have gotten to know, would you want them to be ñpackingò every day?  I 
think of colleagues who keep misplacing their keys and glasses and ques-
tion if I want them carrying a firearm.  Do you think there will be a curi-
ous or disruptive student who will want to see the firearm or challenge the 
ñtough teacherò with the gun?At this moment it is suggested that there be 
a three-day training course to turn this teacher into an ñadeptò firearm ex-
pert.   
     Years ago I talked to a Suffolk detective who, in 25 years, had been in 
two gunfights.  He had fired a total of 9 bullets and never hit anyone.  
This detective had to get requalified every year on a shooting range. Yet, 
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he still never hit anyone when they were shooting back. 
     Could you go back to the classroom after accidentally kill-
ing an innocent bystander?  Could you be sued for that acci-
dental killing?  How much of a bonus would you want to be 
firearm ready?  If a chairmanship opened up, would a firearm 
trained teacher get preferential treatment? 
  So many questions and I am not sure having teachers armed 
with guns is necessarily the answer.  
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Diversity ð Itôs a Good Thing 
By Terese Keogh 

 

     With the new movie Black Panther out and the more diverse 
group of Oscar nominees this year, diversity has been a hot top-
ic.  The opportunity to see different types of people in all types 
of roles can  open up a whole new world to children and adoles-
cents.  Even when things arenôt overtly said and even when told 
that ñyouò can do anything, kids pick up on some subtle details 
that can cloud their thinking.  
    Let me give you a quick story that makes me laugh, but at the 
same time points to how a belief system develops in the mind of 
a child.  I was expecting my third child in the middle of the 
school year.  I would be out for a six-week maternity leave so a 
suitable substitute would be required for my physics students. 
They hired a retired male physics teacher. I informed my stu-
dents that Mr. ñSmithò would be taking over for me shortly. A 
very concerned male student immediately raised his hand and 
asked, ñCan a man teach physics?ò  I almost started laughing, 
but realized where he was coming from. There were only two 
physics teachers at our school and we were both female. He had 
never been exposed to a male physics teacher!   
   I assured the young man that a male could teach physics just as 
well as a female and that most physics teachers were actually 
men, just not at this school.  And though I chuckle at the ques-
tion even now, it points to a deeper concern. Itôs not enough to 
talk about diversity, students really need to see it in action. They 
need to understand that you are not limited by your gender, race, 
sexual orientation, etc. It helps if they can see someone like 
themselves achieve those goals.  
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hǳǘ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀτ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлму 
By Tania Entwistle 

 
     My visit back to the US for the month of December seems like a miracle.  Some last 
minute Christmas shopping in Dar es Salaam,  after a tough twelve hour ride from my site, 
yielded a drum and resonant music box for my grandson and hand-made crafts for every-
one else. There was also a tanzanite necklace for one lucky person with the precious blue/
purple stone found only in north Tanzania. 
     A seven hour flight to Amsterdam allowed me to grab some duty free great chocolate 
and to marvel at the wonderful airport. Seven hours later, I was in a world transformed! 
Water that comes out of a pipe when you need it, a toilet that flushes, electricity that is al-
ways on. Food, wonderful food- everywhere! I am ashamed to say that I gained a lot of 
weight :(   There was Christmas decorations, movies, Kinky Boots, TV, Rockefeller Cen-
ter, and my kitchen! I cooked non-stop for three weeks ð Christmas cookies and cakes 
baked in a real oven. Most of all, it was spending the holidays with my wonderful family 
and being in my very own house made this so special. Then on to Washington DC and a 
week of hunting for gifts to bring back to my friends. Potholders- what a concept! Pens that 
write for a while and pencils that can be sharpened without crumbling. A knife that has a 
real edge and a handle that doesn't fall apart. Real toys for the kids and crayons that really 
color and stickers.  
       I worried about returning. But now I have only about seven months to return which is 
so much more doable.  I returned on January 5th and our school year started on January 
8th. It was wonderful to see my friends and I am delighted to have my students from last 
year again; now that they are more mature Form 2 fifteen/sixteen year olds. We were very 
happy to see each other and I aspire to match the names and faces of the 75% of the 160 
students that I don't know now. I brought back the makings for name cards again and their 
creative designs are a big help.  Knowing your studentôs name here is not important, but 
when I say "Good morning, Upendo!", a frown transforms to a wonderful smile.  
      I struggle to make "teaching aids" to get across the idea of static electricity to students 
who barely understand English. After a year and a half, my Swahili still isn't great. And   
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it's the rainy season ð I now know what that means! Apparently last year was not a big 
rainy season. I told one of my classes to come to a Saturday class this morning. You can 
arbitrarily just hold a class and most of them will be there. Walking back to my house in the 
pouring rain with my bike and umbrella and puddles flooding the dirt roads was not the 
highlight of my day. But the rains bring vibrant fields of growing crops planted by almost 
anybody that has a patch of land and turns our dusty landscape to a brilliant green. 
     I am also the proud owner of a chicken house project. One of our volunteers went home 
early and I took over his agricultural grant. Forty-three mamas in the village have built 
chicken houses and are receiving chickens, food,  and vaccines which are all courtesy of 
this grant. The eggs will be sold to improve their very low income.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     My plan to make a girls' dormitory grant has not worked out. But wait! Our new Form 1 
class has about eighty more students than expected. That would put about eighty students in 
each class instead of fifty (every teacher's dream).  A classroom will take less time and 
money to complete, so I will try to write a grant for a classroom. Class sizes will continue 
to increase, since mandatory free education was only instituted over the last few years. The 
problem is that nobody planned for more classrooms to put the students into.  
            It is very hard to be back, but I am trying to keep busy. I am planning a visit, maybe 
next week, to Kitulo National Park. It doesn't have many big animals, but the biodiversity is 
supposed to be amazing. There are 43 species of orchids alone-more than anywhere in the 
world. A new species of monkey was discovered there recently. The flowers during the 
rainy season carpet the forests and plateau with their display. The roads are a problem, 
though ð lots of mud and boots required! Maybe I'll camp if I can grub a tent. Looking 
forward to seeing everyone in September! 

Some Physics Phun 
 

Why is a physics books always so unhappy?      Because it always has lots of problems. 

Where does bad light end up?   In a prism. 

How did Einstein begin the stories he told his children?    Once upon a space-time...  

Two cats stand on a roof. Which one falls off first?    The one with the smaller mu 


